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THIS iS5 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

PROSECUTICOH OF ALLEGED GOAL-MINE SABOTEURS AT OSTRAVA

. The following article reports ome of a peries of trials of ala
{ loged satotewrs in the important Ostrava-Karvinra cosl region, vhere

several accidents wnd disasters reportedly occurred toward the end
af 1181 and tha hactinnine A€ 1080 Mua B Ty g
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age and of loss of 1ife was not anncunced.

; On Thursday, 10 July 1952, the State Court in Ostrava, Dr Jirl Kepale, pre-
. : siding, t-ied & group of nine persons sccused of sabotage in the coal industry.
. X Tbe yrogpecution's case was presented by the Deputy State Prosecutar, Enil Eich-
: Jer. During the first day of the hearing, delegates from all coal regloms of
i Czecheslovekia were present, as were technlciens, outstanding workers, recipi-
4 . ents of orders and decorations, snd workers from enterpriges in Ostrava Kral.
. &

% Tte cccused were Dr Eougr Veclav Zaled, onetime cheirman of the Regimpul

: Mining Office in Cstrava; Engr Josef Herel, inspector in the Ostrave-Karvinna
mines; Engr Xliment Paviu, onstime chief emgineer of the Doubrave mine (these
three nzed Yo velong to Lausmsn's rightist group and were reered in ths Agrar-
isn Party); Ludvik Polak, onetime chairman of the Doubrava Mine Enterpriae
Council; Alois Carbol, chief of the ventilation service of the same minsi spd
Jozef Golka, laboratory techmician. The Barbora mine wes rapresented hy the
dsfendants Allons Patras, mining engineer, Emerich Lazareky, techrician, axd
Jozef Stoszek, chief of the ventilstion service.
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- The prosscution claimed that this group had caused serious mining sccidents .
which cost lives and millions of crowns' worth of demsge through criminsl negli- .
gence. Docunentary as well as ayewitness testimony wes presented by the pro- 4 "
sécution. e indiciments, wnich were resd ir the first day of the hearing,

. aingled out three »f the defendants as “he main criminals. These were Enginsers
Zalod, Hovel, and Pavlu. ' .
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Zalul, as tue chairman of the Reglonal Mining Cfslce, praciiced continuing
saboinge. One of hin most irportent tesks was the supervision of safeiy meas-
ares in the various mines under his jurisdiction. He congistently violated
salety rogulations, held up the flow of reports from enterprise administrations
i neglested to zen that Enown dangers were removed. In one iretance, waen he
vas well aware of tho dangercus rature of working conditions in the Hubert pit .
oF tha Donbrava mine, he gave permiesion to reguss operations in this pit, atter
consul‘cm'.ions with defendents Barel and Fovla.. Ccrmequgnf,ly’ tkere vug an explc-
820D 1n thdy pkaft on 12 February 1952, which cost ths deatn of som: miners. A
Part of the mine eontaining lorme auantitics of ool was demolisbied and rendered
1noperebls for a considerable tims. .

The accvsed, in his capacity aa chsirman of the Reglonal Mining Office » COn~
durted an investigation of the cauges of the explosion in such g wey that those
e were sctually to blame wers not punished. Other mewbers of this gang of gabe
oteurs were Herel, Pavlu, Polek, Carbol, and Golka, who, with the full knovledge : )
of Zalud, Palsifled books and entries reporting the existance of nethare gag and ;
thue clearly tried to hide the evidence of their own &uilt in the digaster.

; Zalvd attempted to Eroceed in this manner in other cases also. He is re-
s sponsible for causing the conditions in the Barbor- mine which led to the de- .
: structive five thera cm 17 Decetber 1951,  In thin incident his main accomplices |
! vere Aifons Petras snd Emerich Iazarskty, wko were both eriminaliy nagl*gent ia i
. carrying out their dubles erd vore very irresponzible,

In ony of the shafts of the Barbers mine there wag a conslderable odor, :
whick 1 noticed as a wila whan & fire is imsinent. In order to avoid a pit : t
Pire, Zalud decided that the farticular section was to be wmlied in. Although
he wRg aware of the danger, lis failed %0 get a time limit for the execution of
this safety meagure. He tried to asswre the leading workers of the mine that
tha danger was not acute, Thig ig why the defendant Pe¥ras merely fssued the
ordexr for the building of the wall ang d4d. not follow up an itx eacutina e
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the chief of the veutilation service in the Barbora
- miee, was negligent whon ke refused to test the air in tae danger srea, and after
the fire had started, ke criminally took hie time in dstecting the center of the
: blaze. Stoszek failed to inform the management of the mice and the commission
¢ of the Mining Gffice of the condition in the danger zene and thus was guilty of
causirg the bisze 4o spread. 80 that 3% got out of control.
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Following the reading of the above indictments, several of tke dofendants
ere crosg-examined by the Irogecution. Others w11l be heard on Friday, 131 July
1952. During the cross-examination, the prosecution was successful in proving
scme of the finer points of the lvdictrents, whick should lesd to the definite
conviction of the defendants. Sane confessions were obtained,
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